
 

 

 

Director, International Strategy 

Reporting to SVP International 

Department: International 

Location: Zurich, Switzerland 

 

About The National Hockey League 

Founded in 1917, the National Hockey League (NHL®) is the premier professional ice hockey league in the 
world and is one of the major professional sports leagues in the United States and Canada. 

 
With more than 1500 employees across the US and Canada, the NHL is a global sports and entertainment 
organization committed to building healthy and vibrant communities using the sport of hockey to celebrate 
fans of every race, color, religion, national origin, gender identity, age, sexual orientation, and socio-
economic status. 

 
At the NHL, we are looking for dynamic, energetic and impactful individuals who are committed to doing 
the same by sharing in our philosophy that Hockey is for Everyone – and inclusion belongs on the ice, in 
the locker rooms, boardrooms and stands. 

Position Summary  

The Director, International Strategy, will work within the NHL’s international department. This person will 

be responsible for project development and project management of initiatives to support the growth of the 

NHL and its fan base across Europe, with a specific initial focus on Germany. 

Initiatives will focus across a range of topics including broadcast, events, digital and marketing, and will 

require the oversight of external agency relationships as well as a heavy emphasis on collaboration with 

internal NHL departments. 

The role will be based in Zurich, Switzerland with a requirement for international travel. This role report 

into the SVP International, also based in Zurich. 

Essential Duties & Responsibilities 

• Manage the end-to-end delivery of initiatives, including planning, timelines, budgets, execution, 

and reporting 

• Work cross-functionally with NHL departments and external agencies, to ensure clear direction, 

strong delivery, and alignment with overall NHL International objectives 

• Work with NHL Legal on agency contracting, including defining scopes of work and supporting 

contract negotiations 

• Provide ongoing status updates to NHL International leadership 

• Support the identification and development of new opportunities to grow the NHL fan base based 

on fan insights and journeys 

• Monitor industry trends, and competitive activity to inform strategic recommendations and future 

priorities 

• Provide ongoing strategic input to support the NHL’s long-term international growth objectives 



Desired Experience / Qualifications 

• 10+ years of relevant project management experience, preferably within sports, media, 

entertainment, or consulting 

• Experience managing projects across multiple stakeholders and functions 

• Experience of working across European markets, including Germany, would be a significant plus 

• Experience working with and managing external agencies and partners; experience in contracting 

and contract negotiations would be a plus 

• Strong analytical and problem-solving skills, including the ability to translate insights into action 

• Excellent interpersonal, communication, and presentation skills 

• Success in building strong working relationships with internal and external stakeholders 

• Ability to manage several projects concurrently in a fast-paced environment 

• Computer literate: Word, PowerPoint, Excel, Outlook 

• Fluent in English, all additional European languages (including German) are an asset 

• Open to travel 

 

The NHL’s Core Competencies: 

These core competencies reflect the underlying values that are necessary to represent the National 
Hockey League. 

• Accountability 

• Adaptability 

• Communication 

• Critical Thinking 

• Inclusion 

• Professionalism 

• Teamwork & Collaboration 

 
This appointment is being supported by our search partner, Elevate Talent. To apply please submit 
an up-to-date resume and a covering letter, which outlines your motivation and relevant experience, 

to the following email address: nhlstrategy@oneelevate.com 

mailto:nhlstrategy@oneelevate.com
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